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making the thing Taboo, private property of the party making it This 
is only what any person ignorant of -writing would do at the present 
day : when called on to sign a paper, and to show that it is his act and 

deed, he gives his mark thus: — John + smith, 

Human nature is the same all over the world ; and man under similar 
circumstances must, of necessity, have recourse to similar expedients. 

The Academy then adjourned. 



MONDAT, APRIL 27, 1863. 
The Vest Rev. Charies Gbaves, D. D., President, in the Chair. 

The Eight Hon. the Earl of Belmore was elected a member of the 
Academy. 

"W. R. "Wilde, V. P., made the following communication : — 

I have asked formal permission from the Council to make the following 
presentations with which I have been intrusted, as I am anxious to 
have this particular branch of the antiquarian section of the Academy 
brought prominently before the members ; because I think it due to the 
donors ; and in the hope that by so doing it may induce other public 
bodies, noblemen, and gentlemen to assist in increasing our national 
Museum. 

From the Commissioners of Public "Works — The sculptured and in- 
scribed stones which formed part of the monument that existed on the 
southern battlement of the old bridge of Athlone, and of which the fol- 
lowing notice is not without interest : — 

There was a natural ford on the Shannon at Ath-luain — " The Ford 
of Luan" — which was passable at low water, and was successfully 
crossed by the "Williamite army in 1691. In later days it was occupied 
by an eel- weir. The Annals of Boyle state that, in 984, " the Conna- 
cians were defeated, and driven out of Athlone by the Westmethians;" 
in all probability over this ford. The earliest distinct reference to this 
crossing-place between the kingdoms of Meath and Connaught is given 
under the date A. D. 1000, when the kings of those two portions of 
the island agreed to build a Toher, or "causeway," as O'Donovan has 
very properly translated it, over the Shannon. "The causeway of 
Ath-luain was made by Maelseachlainn, the son of Domhnall, and by 
Cathal, the son of Conchobhar."— See Annals of the Four Masters, and 
also Annals of Boyle. 

This Toher I believe to have been nothing more than a rude road 
or crossing, over large stepping stones ; several of which structures I re- 
member over the Suck, and other rivers in Connaught, before the recent 
drainage operations ; and it was, in all probability, an erection of this 
nature which supported the hurdles at the ford from which the city of 
Dublin derived its ancient name. Tohers were also made across bogs and 
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swamps in many places, and the remains of several continue to this 
day — leading into cluans, wells, old churches, and castles, &c. ; and the 
great road which ran from Tara, and that which divided Ireland, was 
in several places of this character. Our annals contain many notices 
of tohers, some of which give names to townlands, parishes, and other 
localities. 

In 1120, Turloch O'Conor built the bridges {Drochad) of Ath-Luan, 
Lanesborough, and Ballinasloe. — See Annals of Boyle, and the Four 
Masters. Again, under the date A. D. 1129, it is stated — "The 
Castle and Bridge \_Drochad~\ of Athlone were built by Turloch O'Conor 
in the summer, i. e. the summer of drought." This apparent ana- 
chronism may be explained by supposing that the works were completed 
in the latter year. This bridge was not of long duration, for in 1130 
"the bridge and castle of Athlone were demolished by Murogh O'Me- 
laghlin, and by Tiernan O'Borke." 

In 1 140, Turlogh O'Conor erected a Cliabh drochad, or wooden bridge, 
at Athlone; but in 1153 it was torn down by Meloughlin, and its 
castle burned. It appears that the bridge and castle were connected ; 
and, in our own day, several mills and houses stood on the bridge at 
either end. 

The Connaughtmen, however, wishing to have access to the fat land 
and rich castles of Leinster, made another attempt to have a passage 
over the Shannon ; and we read that, in 1 1 53, a fleet of boats was brought 
by Turloch O'Conor, "and the wicker bridge of Ath-Luan was made 
by him for the purpose of making incursions into Meath." — See Annals 
of the Four Masters. But, in the same year, Donal O'Meloughlin de- 
stroyed and burned it and its fortress. 

In 1159, Boderick O'Conor erected a Cliabh drochad, or wicker 
bridge at Ath-Luan, "for the purpose of making incursions into 
Meath." 

The next reference is of rather a tragical nature : in 1170, O'Conor 
executed at Athlone (and tradition says, upon the bridge), the hostages 
of Dermod Mac Morragh, viz., Conor, his son, and Donnal Cavanagh, 
his grandson, and O'Kelly, his foster-brother. For many years it was 
supposed that the fresco painting on Knockmoy Abbey, in the county 
of Galway, and of which we possess a fac simile in the Academy, illus- 
trated that event ; but I have recently shown that it refers to the mar- 
tyrdom of St. Sebastian. — See Museum Catalogue, page 315. 

These notices lead us to believe that a stone bridge and a castle were 
erected at Athlone prior to "the date of the English invasion, although 
the contrary has been stated by writers upon the architecture and civi- 
lization of Ireland. Many other stone and mortar structures were also, 
in all probability, erected about that time by the Irish. Tet the last 
historian of Athlone, Mr. Isaac Weld, writing in 1832, states in his 
Statistical Survey of the county of Koscommon : — " As to the state of 
the passage across the river, prior to the erection of this bridge in the 
days of Elizabeth, no very distinct information appears to exist." 

B. i. a. peoc. — voi. viii. 2 x 
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In 1213, the English, went to Athlone, and King John the following 
year built a castle there ; and in 1279, Edward I. granted to St. Peter's 
Abbey the weirs and fisheries of Athlone, and also the tolls of the 
bridge. 

What description of bridge existed at Athlone from that period to 
the building of the one recently taken down by the Shannon Commis- 
sioners, I have not been able to determine. That structure was erected 
by government, and completed on the 2nd of July, 1567 ; and on the 
centre of the southern parapet stood a richly-ornamented limestone en- 
tablature containing a long inscription, in relief, descriptive of the erec- 
tion of the bridge in the ninth year of the reign of Elizabeth ; — by the 
advice and order of Sir Henry Sidney, then thirty- eight years of age, 
and Lord Deputy of Ireland : — "In which yeare was begone and fineshed 
the faire newe wourke, in the Casthel of Dublin, besidis many other 
notable worlds done in sondri other placis in the Realm ; also the arch 
rebel Shane O'Neyl overthrown, his head set on the gate of the said 
Castel ; Coyn and Livry aboleshed and the whole Realm brought into 
such obedience to her Majistie as the like tranquilitie peace and .... 
wh ... in thememory of mane hath not bene sene." 

Above and around this inscription were several well-executed bas- 
reliefs of figures and coats of arms, all of which are now in the Academy. 
Prior to the bridge being taken down by the Shannon Commissioners, 
in 1843-44, drawings of the monument and the bridge were made, and 
sent to Dublin Castle ; but they cannot now be discovered. All the 
sculptured or inscribed stones were, however, forwarded to Dublin, and 
were by the Treasury placed at the disposal of the Lord Lieutenant (at 
that time Earl de Grey), who presented the stones containing the inscrip- 
tions to the Academy in April, 1844 (see "Proceedings," vol. ii., p. 576); 
but the efiigies and coats of arms, &c, the most interesting portion of 
the monument, remained in the Custom-house until now, when I have 
been commissioned by the Board of Public "Works to present them also 
to the Academy. They consist of :— A half-length figure of Sir Henry 
Sidney in bas-relief, but wanting the head (which had evidently been 
repaired at some time), in a stone, 25 inches high by 34 wide, in plate 
armour, with the right extended hand holding a drawn sword. In the 
top left-hand corner of this tablet are his arms — two lions rampant and 
two broad arrows, or pheons, within the garter. 

A full-length bearded figure, in a stone 29 inches long by 24 broad, 
of the Rev. Sir Peter Lewys, chanter of Christ Church, in gown, cas- 
sock, and bands — "bi the good industri and delegence" of whom the 
bridge " was fineshed in les then one year." On the right extended 
hand, which holds a rope, there is the figure of a rat biting the thumb, 
to which a tradition (related by Dr. Strean, in his " History of the Pa- 
rish of St. Peter's, Athlone," published in Mr. Shaw Mason's "Parochial 
Survey of Ireland," in 1819, vol. iii., p. 55), says used to follow the 
superintendent everywhere, until finally it bit his thumb, when he died 
of tetanus. 
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On a stone, 22 inches long by 21 high, is the full-length figure, in 
plate armour, kilt and peaked helmet — holding a halbert in the left hand, 
and supporting a broad arrow-head (still the arms of the Ordnance) in 
the right — of " Eobarts Damport overseer of theys Workes." At his 
feet is a dog. 

The royal arms, three lions and three fleurs de lis, on a shield within 
the garter, surmounted by the crown, ornamented with shamrocks ; and 
at the bottom of the tablet, which is 28 inches by 21, the letters E R. 

A small, headless, and somewhat defaced, bust of Queen Elizabeth, 
bearing on the breast the crown, with fleur de lis ornaments instead of 
the shamrock, and having below the letters E E. The stone now squares 
1 1 inches. 

A tablet, 27 inches by 19, contains a shield, encircled by the garter, 
and having below the letters H 8. On this shield, in high relief, is the 
figure of a porcupine, with erect quills, and having a coil of rope hanging 
from a collar round its neck. To this stone, which was inserted in the 
wall of one of the mills that stood on the Leinster side of the bridge, 
was attached another legend, to the effect that it marked " the place 
where a wild boar was killed after a long chase and desperate conflict;" 
and the rope was, in the opinion of Mr. "Weld, a serpent ! There can 
now, however, be no doubt as to this stone being the crest of the Lord 
Deputy. 

The seventh sculptured stone, 26 by 1 8 inches, bears a shield, crossed 
diagonally by a " ragged staff," and encircled with the garter ; the arms 
of Thomas Ratcliffe, Earl of Essex, Sidney's brother-in-law, and for some 
time Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ; but from what part of the bridge re- 
moved I have not been able to ascertain. There are also several other 
stones, containing inscriptions, most of which have been published by 
Strean and Weld. The total number of stones from Athlone bridge pre- 
sented by the Board of Works and Shannon Commissioners is 43. 

Anxious as I am to enrich our Museum, I cannot help regretting that 
this monument was not erected at Athlone, where it would possess a 
local as well as an historic interest. As, however, these stones have come 
into the possession of the Academy, I hope to see them erected in the 
crypt beneath our Library. 

I have also to present, from the Board of Public Works, the follow- 
ing articles : — 

A very ancient boat, 15 feet long, formed out of a single piece of 
oak, and differing from the six others already in our collection by the 



flat, projecting beaks at prow and stern, and by means of which it 
could be easily carried, as shown in the above illustration. It is flat- 



328 

bottomed, 14 inches high in the side, 20 wide, and is in very tolerable 
preservation. It was found in 1856 in the drainage excavations, 
"from 6 to 8 feet below the surface, in a bed of 
sand and Lough Neagh clay," at Toome bar, on the 
Lower Bann, a locality almost as famous as the Ford 
of Meelick on the Shannon, for the quantity of antiqui- 
ties found in it, and to which we have numerous re- 
ferences in the Museum Catalogue. With this boat were 
found three light, thin, black oak paddles, from 2 feet 

3 inches to 5 feet long. Also an antique anchor, or 
grappling iron, 21 inches long, here figured; it is the 
only article of the kind yet discovered in Ireland. Mr. 
Homsby, the Secretary to the Board of Works, has in- 
formed me that three boats were found at Toome bar, 
" one of which was sent to Lady Massereene, and the 
other was so rotten that it fell to pieces on being ex- 
posed to the air." 

From the same locality, an antique oaken spade, 

4 feet 6 inches long, and 7| inches broad in the blade, 
which is shod with iron for about 2 inches. Similar 

wooden shovels were in use in the West of Ireland within a very recent 
period. 

During the excavations for the new Becord Building to the west of 
the Four Courts in Dublin, there were found, at a depth of about 15 feet, 
traces of ancient foundations ; and Mr. James Owen, the architect of 
the Board of Public Works, states there were also there "portions of a 
very carefully constructed foundation of oak logs about 6 inches square, 
placed as near each other as their twisted shape would permit, with a 
similar floor laid over them in a contrary direction,, and a sort of hard 
concrete over that. The logs had been roughly squared by the adze, 
and were saplings or branches." In removing these foundations several 
specimens of ancient crockery, glass, horses' bones, and some few coins 
and tokens, were found, which I also present on the part of the Board of 
Works. 

There have also remained over in the offices of the Board of Works 
from the time of the operations on the Shannon and the day s of the drain - 
age works a few antiquities, with the presentation of which I have 
likewise been intrusted. The most remarkable of these is an imperfect 
processional cross, about 16 inches high, of a single piece of yew, coated 
with plates of brass, which were evidently in many parts jewelled, or had 
inserted into their apertures enamelled studs. The figure on this cross 
is one of great beauty and antiquity, and the article is a most valuable 
addition to our ecclesiastical collection. It was found in June, 1853, 
in an old river course, opposite Woodford Castle, parish of Ballinakill, 
barony of Leitrim, and county of Galway. 

Asmall, very perfect, copper battle-axe, 6| inches long, and 3 inches 
wide, with four rivets. The article is similar to those described in 
Fig. 356, Museum Catalogue, page 489, and belongs to a class of weapons 
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peculiarly Irish. It was found in Derrycassel Lake, barony of Tallyhaw, 
county of Cavan. 

From the same locality an iron weapon-tool, adze- shaped on one 
side, and hatchet on the other, 9 inches long. 

From Sruagh ford, on the Shannon, a stone h amm er, 4§ inches long ; 
and from the excavations at Killeshandra bridge, county of Cavan, an 
oval punch of hard stone, 3 J inches long. 

Also, from Sruagh ford, the ferule and spike of a lance, 7 inches long, 
and the bronze end of the scabbard of an antique sword. 

I beg to present to the Academy, on the part of Lord Farnham, a 
very perfect and elegantly formed antique bronze sword-blade, of the 
leaf-shape pattern, 23| inches long, and If broad in the widest portion 
of the blade, with four thorough and three imperfect rivet holes in the 
handle, which is 4 inches in length. It was found in the townland and 
parish of Kildallan, barony of Tullyhunco, county of Cavan, and is one 
of the finest specimens of this description of weapon now in the Aca- 
demy's collection. 

Also, from the same locality, two antique iron spurs, with angular 
rowel stems. 

A bronze ring-brooch, with decorations of an early character, similar 
to those on mortuary urns of the pagan period, and having a stud for a 
jewel or enamel on each side of the pivot on which the pin plays. The 
ring, which is complete, measures 2£ inches in diameter, and the acus 
is 6^- inches long. It also was found in Kildallan. 

An iron basket-hilted sword, found during the drainage operations 
in the townland of Derrigid, in the demesne of Farnham, the blade 
of which is very thin, and measures 30-£ inches long, by an average of 
an inch broad ; the pummel is a knob of iron, and the tang or handle 
portion between it and the guard is not quite 3 inches long — thus show- 
ing, so far at least as the evidence derived from the size of the sword 
handle is concerned, that the modern hand is fully as small as the 
ancient. A smaller blade, with tang for the haft, two and three quarter 
inches in length. A globular piece of iron, two and three quarter 
inches in diameter, like a crotal, with an aperture on one side. The 
head of a small iron hammer. Three portions of rings, and eleven other 
iron fragments, the uses of which have not been determined. 

An additional collection of articles found in the Tonymore cran- 
noge, already described at page 274, and consisting of: — A piece of 
orpiment, probably used in dying. 

From Andrew Armstrong, Esq., two antique, thin, hand-made, un- 
glazed earthen pots, from Callernish, in the island of Lewis, Hebrides, 
and there called " crackens." These cooking utensils, which, says the 
donor, " are made by the women, then baked in a turf fire, and when red 
hot are saturated with milk, stand fire, and were used for boiling ; but 
their use has now been quite superseded by the ordinary metal pot." 
Each is about 8 inches high, and 25 in circumference. 

From Mons. R. S. Le Men, keeper of the records of the department 
of Finisterre, two bronze celts of a peculiar character, like some of those 
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figured in Part II. of the Museum Catalogue (see p. 385, fig. 283), and 
four casts of other celts, of flint, stone, and bronze, all of which were 
found in Brittany, and have been described in the " Archaeologia Cam- 
brensis" for June, 1860. 

Casts of these were presented to the Museum in April, 1862, by the 
Rev. Mr. Barnwell. See " Proceedings," vol. viii., p. 153. 

From Henry Cusack, Esq., an ancient bronze pot. 

Prom Mr. F. Eobinson, a specimen of a three-guinea note (£3 8s. 3d.), 
issued at Ross, county of Wexford, in 1811. 

I also beg to exhibit to the meeting the Gahr Barry, or short crozier 
of St. Breagh, which I have lately procured for the Academy through 
the Government, under the treasure trove regulation. Although not 
much ornamented, it is in a state of great perfection, never having been 
lost, but handed down through the O'Hanlys, of Sliabh Bawn, in the 
county of Boscommon, the hereditary herenachs of St. Barry, the ruins of 
whose church at Termon Barry, on the Shannon, near Lanesborough, 
still exists. — See Annals of the Pour Masters, under A- D. 1238. 

The St. Berach or Barry to whom this ecclesiastical staff or crozier 
is said to have belonged, lived in 580 A. D. It is complete at both ends ; 
is only 29 inches long. The staff is, as in all such cases, of yew, 
coated over with brass ; but it wants the crest which surmounted the 
convexity of the crook. Much interest attached to this relic in former 
days, from its being used to swear upon; and it was sent for from great 
distances for this purpose in cases of stolen goods, or defamation, &c. I 
beg to present to the Academy the box in which it has lain for many- 
years. 

I also exhibit the most perfect square Irish bell of which we have 
got any notice, and which has just been procured, under the treasure 
trove regulations, from the neighbourhood of Dungannon, county of 
Tyrone. 

The thanks of the Academy were unanimously voted to the respec- 
tive donors — namely, the Commissioners of Public Works ; Lord Parn- 
ham ; Andrew Armstrong, Esq. ; Mons. R. S. Le Men ; P. Robinson, 
Esq. ; and Henry Cusack, Esq. 



"W. H. Haedinge, Esq., read a paper on the 

Application of Photozincogbaphy to the Pbodttctioit of Illttstba- 
tions of Mantjscbipts. 

The author adverted, as suggestive of the idea, to his narrative of the 
Civil, Gross, and Down Surveys recently read before the Academy, and 
ordered by Council to be published in the "Transactions." 

He exhibited photographs, executed at the Irish Branch of the Ord- 
nance Survey Establishment in the Phoenix Park, of a Down Survey 
Barony Map of Leyney, in the county Sligo ; and of a Soldier's Map of 



